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bungalow, which was flat, a simple kind of adjustable windscreen was
fixed up, and this served to shield the roof-sleepers from the wind.
The roof was always used by Gandhi during the dry season as
a sleeping-place.
Sanitary arrangements on the estate were primitive, each bunga-
low having its own little shelter, where a bucket system was installed,
and each householder was responsible personally for the emptying
of the bucket at a particular place set aside for the purpose.
Indian Opinion was published weekly. Its editor was still Nazar who
worked for the paper from Durban, because he did not wish to shift to
Phoenix. To reduce the expense and facilitate press-work, the paper
was printed only in English and Gujarati, and the Hindi and Tamil
sections were dropped. The object of the paper was "to bring the
European and Indian subjects of King Edward closer together; to
educate the public opinion; to remove causes for misunderstanding;
to put before the Indians their own blemishes; and to show them
the path of duty while they insisted on securing their right."
Gandhi had hardly settled down when he had to leave the newly
constructed nest and go to Johannesburg. He could not afford to
leave the work there unattended for any length of time.
In December 1904 the Indian Congress met in Bombay. Sir Henry
Cotton, the president, suggested that a deputation should be sent
from India to bring the Indians' grievances before the British elec-
tors and candidates as the general election was approaching in
England. Tilak supporting the idea urged that there should be a
permanent political mission in England. This Congress recorded its
emphatic protest against the threatened enforcement, in an aggres-
sive form, of the anti-Indian legislation of the late Boer Government
of the Transvaal by the British Government. Sir Henry Cotton
observed: "The British rulers of the Transvaal have applied them-
selves with British vigour and precision to the task of enforcing Boer
law. In dealing with Indian colonists, their little finger has been
thicker than Mr. Kruger's loins, and where he had whips, they
have chastised with scorpions."